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The  University of Arizona  ope ned  the  doors of its  new Hea lth  Sciences Innova tion  
Build ing to  studen ts and  faculty over the  sum m er, bu t on  Monday, Nov. 4 the  

https://www.tucsonlocalmedia.com/news/article_38a5d026-04d6-11ea-a88a-3b697fdc5e9d.html


Tucson public got its  first ta ste  of the  new n ine -story, 220,000-square -foot, $165 
m illion  structure . 
 

“Open House” guided  tours took p lace  la st Monday and  Tuesday, where  the  public 
could  explore  the  ne w build ing and  cou ld  ca tch  a  pane l of expe rts from  across UA 
Hea lth  Sciences d iscussing cancer prevention . 
 

The  d iscussion  took p lace  in  the  “Forum ,” a  la rge , open  space  tha t hosts 
“educa tiona l presenta tions on  va rious hea lth-ca re  top ics” for com m unity m em bers 
on  the  ground floor of the  new Hea lth  Scie nces Innova tion  Build ing. The  Forum  is 
designed  to  accom m odate  over 1,000 people  for specia l even ts. 
 

The  bu ild ing a lso provides spaces for clin ica l skills  deve lopm e nt and  sim ula tion  
practice . 
 

“We’re  m erging innova tive  curricu lum , nove l technology and  sta te -of-the -a rt design  
to  re -im agine  the  educa tion  and  tra in ing our studen ts need  now to be  productive  
and  innova tive  team  m em bers la te r,” sa id  Dr. Le igh  A. Neum aye r, UA Hea lth  
Sciences In te rim  Senior Vice  President. 
 

The  Hea lth  Scie nces Innova tion  Bu ild ing accom plishes a  num ber of im portan t 
ob jectives to  provide  the  best in te r-professiona l hea lth  educa tion  possib le . Am ong 
these  ob jectives a re  im proving hum an hea lth , foste ring collabora tion  am ong 
d iffe ren t d iscip lines, lanching va luable  public-priva te  pa rtne rsh ips, a ttracting and  
re ta in ing the  best hea lth  science  students, closing the  gap  be twee n new technology 
and  m odern  m e dica l educa tion  and  m oving hea lthca re  forward . 
 

However, the  m ost prom ine nt them e  in  th is bu ild ing is  the  encouragem ent of 
in te rd iscip lina ry collabora tion . Dr. Kasi Kiehlbaugh, d irector of the  Hea lth  Sciences 
design  program , knows the  va lue  of working with  pe ople  from  othe r fie lds. 
 

“I have  seen  the  ca ta lyst when you bring people  toge the r who have  d iffe ren t 
backgrounds,” Dr. Kiehlbaugh sa id . 
 

Designed  by CO Arch itects ou t of Los Ange les, d iffe ren t floors of the  bu ild ing a re  
a lloca ted  for specific uses. The  ground floor includes the  Forum , a  bookstore  and  a  
ca fé . An in te raction  space  and  IT support a re  on  the  second floor. Floors th ree  
through six include  m ost of the  classroom s in  the  build ing, som e  com m on a reas 
and  a  student lounge  on  the  sixth  floor.  
 

Classroom s a t the  Hea lth  Sciences Innova tion  Build ing a re  “flipped ,” m eaning 
student in te raction  is  encouraged  with  wh iteboards tha t can  be  m ounted  and  



rem oved easily from  walls, m ovable  furn iture  with  whee ls and  access to  use fu l 
tools such  as 3D prin te rs. 
 

“The  professor provides students with  a rticles and  m ate ria ls to  read  and  lea rn  
outside  of the  classroom , so when stude nts a ttend  class, they’re  working through 
problem s and  advanced  concepts,” sa id  Margie  Arne tt, an  in te rprofessiona l 
educa tion  specia list for the  UA Ce nte r for In te rprofessiona l Transform ative  
Hea lthca re . “The  flipped-classroom  concep t reverses trad itiona l lea rn ing in to a  
dynam ic, in te ractive  e nvironm ent.” 
 

The  seven th  floor is  u sed  for sim ula tion  practice . Dr. Allan  Ham ilton  is  the  execu tive  
d irector and  Regents Professor of Surgery and  he  and  h is collea gues tra in  
prospective  m ed ica l p rofessiona ls “in  an  environm e nt where  lea rne rs can  be  fu lly 
im m ersed  in  sim ula te d  events.”  
 

Som e sim ula tions consist of practicing on  brea th ing and  b leed ing m annequ ins 
program m ed with  a rtificia l in te llige nce  to  sim ula te  rea l pa tie n ts, a  la rge -sca le  m ass 
casua lty and  even  a  com plica ted  b irth  scenario. 
 

“Sim ula tion  is  the  educa tion  of the  fu ture ,” Dr. Ham ilton  sa id . 
 

The  e igh th  floor is  re se rved  for clin ica l skills  tra in ing such  as how to eva lua te  a  
pa tien t’s body tem pera ture , pu lse , b lood  pressure  and  brea th ing. At the  top  of the  
build ing, on  floor n ine , is  UAHS Research  Cente rs and  Adm inistra tion . 
 

With  the  open ing of the  new Hea lth  Sciences Innova tion  Build ing, the  educa tion  of 
UA Hea lth  Sciences students will be  m ore  com prehe nsive , p ractica l and  
collabora tive  as the y sta rt a  caree r in  hea lthca re . 
 

“When we  in te rface  with  pe ople  who a re  tra ined  to  see  the  world  d iffe ren tly and  
th ink d iffe re n tly, new and  exciting th ings happen ,” Dr. Kiehlbaugh  sa id . “When 
students go out in to the ir ca ree rs, they’ll ha ve  firsthand  experience  with  the  
crea tivity tha t flows from  tha t.”  
 

Jack Ramsey is a  University of Arizona  journa lism student and Tucson Loca l Media  intern. 
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