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The role of race, ethnicity, and alternatives in
understanding and improving lung function.

Race was embedded in the interpretation of pulmonary function tests due to social rather than biological reasons.
In this session, we will review this history and the concerns, risks, and limitations of including racial categories in
pulmonary function test interpretation. The audience will also leave with a review of the evidence behind the ATS
guidelines recommending removal of race from pulmonary function test interpretation, the clinical implications
of this recommendation, and the many remaining gaps in our understanding of how to use pulmonary function
tests to improve health.

This event is hosted as part of the Medicine Grand Rounds lecture series by the
Department of Medicine at the University of Arizona College of Medicine —
Tucson and Banner — University Medicine Tucson.
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This is a Spark Lecture eligible for 1 DEI credit.
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Click here to view this and previous Medicine Grand Rounds archived for later viewing. For additional
information, please contact Dawn Henderson, 520-626-3766 or dmhenderson@arizona.edu
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